
‘A WAR OF LOVES – THE UNEXPECTED STORY OF A GAY 

ACTIVIST DISCOVERING JESUS’ 

 

Every now and then books appear that are particularly special. A War of Loves by 

David Bennett is one such book.  It is an account of David’s own ‘story of a gay 

activist discovering Jesus’. He writes of deeply personal experiences, which reveal a 

profound vulnerability and an incisive thoughtfulness.  

N.T. Wright, David’s professor at the University of St 

Andrew’s and the former Bishop of Durham, has written 

the foreword. He begins by saying: 

“This is a brave and wise book. The territory into which it 

leads us—in shockingly clear detail—is perhaps the most 

contested moral, social, and cultural issue of our times: the 

question of same-sex desire and practice. None of the 

issues is shirked here; no soft answers are on offer, no 

easy fudge to let us slide around the problems. David Bennett has lived for several 

years at the heart of the questions—or perhaps we should say that the questions 

have lived in his heart, like a wasps’ nest buzzing angrily inside a room that ought to 

be a safe place. He has felt the pain of raging and unfulfilled desire, and also the pain 

of desire fulfilled but strangely unsatisfied. He has felt the anger of being patronized 

and dismissed by unthinking Christians, as well as the anger when, having 

discovered for himself the reality of Jesus as a living, loving, and challenging 

presence, he has often then been patronized and 

dismissed by the very people whose cause he had 

earlier, and loudly, advocated. If all this sounds as 

though David Bennett will come across as an angry 

young man, nothing could be farther from the truth. 

David looks back not in anger but on anger—and sees 

it, names it, and deals with it.”  

Although published towards the end of 2018, I believe 

this book will have a greater significance in 2019 as it 

becomes more widely read by individuals, churches, 

groups and communities. Indeed, in the week that I am 

writing this, David has featured on a short BBC film: 

‘Young, Gay & Christian’ (https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/

av/uk-46445459/young-gay-and-christian).   

In our church community, as well as in the wider community of Saltburn, there will 

be people for whom David’s story will have a particularly close resonance. 

Therefore, I would strongly encourage you to read his book, so all of us may learn 

from him how to be more thoughtful, caring, compassionate, faithful and truthful in 

the area of human sexuality. 

 

Rev Adam 
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Services During January 
 

Sundays  

 
6th, 13th, 20th, 27th 
9am Holy Communion 

10am Refreshments in ECHO 
10.45am Family Communion/
Worship 

 
27th 10.45am All Engage in ECHO 
 
 

Tuesdays 
9.30am Said Communion 
followed by refreshments in ECHO 

 
 
 

WELCOME to  

Emmanuel Church! 
If you are a visitor, it is great to 

have you, and please make 
yourself known to a welcomer if 
we can help.  And please, come 
as you are....You don't have to 
dress up.  You don't have to be 

any particular age.  And you 
don't have to pretend about 

anything.  Emmanuel Church is a 

place where God meets seeking 
people who are far from 

perfect.  That means anyone is 
welcome, no matter where you 

are on your spiritual journey.  So 
learn at your own pace.  Ask 
questions.  Seek.  We believe 

you will find what you are 
looking for. You'll learn how to 
relate to God.  You'll experience 
Christian community.  And the 
biggest promise is that he will 

change you as we journey 

together.  Just come as you 
are.  There is coffee and a 

chance to meet people between 
the services, and if you would 
like someone to listen to you 

and/or pray with you, there are 
people who are available to do 
that at the end of our services.   

Our mission is 

‘to grow in the love of 

God and to share it 

with others’. 

January 2019  
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Sat 5th        Men’s Breakfast   8.30am to 10am Signals 

Mon 7th  Prayer Ministry Meeting  7pm  Rainbow Room 

Tues 8th   Mothers Union Epiphany Service 11.15am  Church  

Wed 9th  Family Drop In (Alternate weeks) 1.30pm to 3pm ECHO Main Hall 

Wed 16th  Play & Praise (Alternate weeks)  1.30pm to 3pm ECHO Main Hall 

Sat 19th  Table Top Sale   10am to 4pm ECHO Main Hall 

Mon 21st Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 12pm  Methodist Church 

Tues 22nd Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 12pm  Emmanuel Church 

Wed 23rd Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 12pm  Our Lady of Lourdes  

Thurs 24th  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 12pm  Methodist Church 

Friday 25th  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 12pm  Emmanuel Church 

Sat 26th  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 12pm  Our Lady of Lourdes  

Sun 27th Service for Week of Prayer  6pm  Emmanuel Church 

The Church Register        
Baptisms None 

Weddings None 
Funerals  John Taylor    15th Nov  
  Albert Martin   28th Dec 
   

Men’s Breakfast  
Saturday  5th January  

8.30am to 10am  
Upstairs in Signals 

 
An opportunity for fellowship, 

discussion and prayer 

Mothers Epiphany Service  
Tuesday 8th January at 11.15am  

In Emmanuel Church  
followed by refreshments  
Visitors are welcome 

The group welcomes men and women members 

Sunday 27th in ECHO 

at 10.45am   

God most HOLY 
Our journey continues 

with our exciting all 
age service as we worship and learn 

together 

Please join together for prayer at the Methodist Church, Our Lady of 
Lourdes  Catholic Church and Emmanuel  Church  

Monday 21st to Sunday 27th  
Last year we were invited to reflect upon the continuing impact of the 

Transatlantic Slave Trade upon Caribbean society and upon Christian unity and 
witness. This year we are reminded again that our prayer for unity is offered up 

amidst injustice and that Christian disunity is in so many ways related to the 
divisions in our world. 

 
The Churches of Indonesia, from whom the material comes, speak out of a 

context of ethnic and religious diversity, and where there is a strong 
emphasis upon the need for a unity that is found in diversity, and one built 
on solidarity and collaboration. Yet they also highlight issues of economic 

injustice and how religious pluralism can face challenges in the face of 
radicalization. 

 
This gives us an opportunity to reflect upon the context in which we pray for 
Christian unity. How do divisions in our society contribute to divisions in the 

Church? How does injustice in our British and Irish contexts create challenges 
in pursuit of our shared life together? 

 

Midday Prayer Monday 21st to Saturday 26th (see list above) 
 

Sunday 27th at 6pm Evening Service at Emmanuel Church 
All Welcome 

Table Top and Collectors Fair 
19th January 
10am to 4pm 

In ECHO 
 

To book a table please contact Denise 
on 07929589538 

In aid of Church Fabric Funds 

Made in Saltburn 
 
£900 was raised for 
Water Aid and £167 for 
church funds. Thank you Hilda, June, 
Margaret and Pam and all who 
supported this year's sales. 

Margaret Bennett 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2019 

Carols, Cake & Fizz 
Thank you to all who visited The 
Orangery on Saturday 16th and 

enjoyed the festivities. £1100 was 
raised for the Homeless Café in 

Middlesbrough & Emmanuel Church. 

Morning Prayer 
How do you begin your 

day? Join together  
Tuesday to Friday at 9am 

In the Rainbow Room for 30 minutes as 
we read the bible, give thanks, reflect and 

pray  All Welcome 



 

 

 

For  January 2019 In need of God’s healing: Alan Rudham, Margaret Newton, Mary and Ian Seymour, Dianne Young, 

Louise Cowie,  Mark Gladders,  David Morris, Ailsa Costello, Jean Senior, Miss Leslie Simpson 

 Daily Prayer in ECHO , or where you are, 9-9.30am (Tuesday to Friday) 
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Please contact  the Church Office if you, or someone you know, would like to be 
included in the prayer sheet on 01287 622251 

 
 
 
 
All donations of goods are 

gratefully received.   Sadly the 
demand for food parcels 

continues to rise and they are 
growing short of the following 
foods, tinned meat, fish, fruit, 
tomatoes, vegetables and jam, 
coffee, instant mash, long life 
fruit juice and sweet treats.  

The team are so grateful for our 
donations enabling them to 

continue to helping  people in 
need.  Donations of food and 
other items can be left at the 

back of church,  thank you  for 
your support  

Monday:  God of all, you have shown us the path of justice. You are the father of 
the orphan.  You are the constant companion of the widow. You are the friend of 
the stranger. In each of these, may we meet you and recognize the wind of your 
Spirit, moving us toward the need for justice. In all that we do, may we know your 
grace and mercy and offer healing and justice in your name. Amen 
 

Tuesday: God of justice, grant me the wisdom to see right from wrong. Let my 
heart be guided by honesty and my lips speak truth. In times of doubt, cloak me in 
courage the colour of trust.. Birth in me the passion for unity and peace so that I 
may be a good news bearer for all. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen 
 

Wednesday:  God of all humanity your Son was born into a line of men and 
women, ordinary and extraordinary. Some of them were remembered for their 
great deeds, others more for their sins. Give us an open heart to share your 
unbounded love, and to embrace all who experience discrimination. Help us to 
grow in love beyond prejudice and injustice. Grant us the grace to respect the  
uniqueness of each person, so that in our diversity we may experience unity. This 
prayer we make in your holy name. Amen 
 

Thursday: God of the seasons, whether in bountiful harvest, or when there is no 
yield for what we have sown; let us be content, that your grace is sufficient. Help 
us to have the generosity of spirit, to share what we have with those who have 
not. May we all be blessed with love, grace, compassion and mercy, as we seek to 
walk humbly and do justly, for your name’s sake. Amen  
 

Friday: Loving God, by whose breath all things came to be, we thank you for the 
world which manifests your glory, diversity and beauty. Grant us the wisdom to 
walk gently upon the earth and to share together your good news with all 
creation.  Amen 
 

Saturday: Gracious God, you are the source of human dignity. By your grace and 
power the words of Hannah, from the midst of her tears, challenged and turned 
the heart of Eli the Priest. By your grace and power the Canaanite woman was 
emboldened to reject rejection and move Jesus to heal her daughter. As we strive 
for a Church which unites all humanity, grant us the courage to reject all forms of 
violence against women. Amen 
 

Sunday: God our hope, we praise you for your loving 

kindness. Uphold us when we are about to give up, show us 

your light when all around seems dark. Transform our lives 

that we may bring hope to others. Help us to live united in our diversity as a 

witness to your communion, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, one God now and 

forever. Amen  

ECHO Family Drop In 
Alternate 

Wednesdays 
(Term Time Only)    
1.30pm to 3pm in 
ECHO Main Hall 

Providing play experiences for 
children in a safe and well organized 
environment and an opportunity to 

talk in a friendly, relaxed and 
welcoming atmosphere 

Refreshments available All Welcome 

Ladies Retreat to Lindisfarne 
Friday 3rd to Sunday 5th May 2019 

Staying at Marygate House in shared 
rooms £110 includes all meals provided.   
Transport to be arranged separately by 
car sharing or we may club together to 

arrange a minibus. (Cost dependent) 
An opportunity to retreat, be creative, 

enjoy the outdoors, pray. 
£10 deposit, only 15/17 spaces available 

See Christine Pollard 

Prayer Diary 

Alternate Wednesdays  
1.30pm to 3pm 

An opportunity for preschool 
children and their carers to worship 
God and learn with puppets, bible 

stories and action songs. 
Followed by refreshments. 

All Welcome 

Thank you to all  
who helped raise £195  

at the 
Christingle 

Service  

Men’s Weekend to Lindisfarne 
Friday 12th to Sunday 14th July  
Staying at Marygate House in 

shared rooms 
£110 includes all meals provided.   

Transport to be arranged 
£10 deposit required 

 

 

Vicar: Rev’d Adam Reed  622007
 bilpop@btinternet.com 
Church Wardens:  
 Steph Hanczik  677749          
 Sue Welburn      07960805805  
Church Verger: Peter Jones 624552 
Hall Caretaker:  Sue Scope  624925 
Mothers Union:Audrey Norris 280940 
Treasurer:          George Brignall 623277 
PCC Secretary:   Cynthia Hall  623553 

cyntafy@hotmail.co.uk 
Parish Office:      Christine Pollard 622251
 emmanuelsaltburn@hotmail.co.uk 

Contact Details 

Sunday Services in September 

Bible Readings for January  
 

6th: Isa 60: 1-6; Eph 3: 1-12 KJV 
 
13th: Isa 43:1-7; Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

NIV 

 

20th: Isa 62: 1-5; John 2: 1-11 NIV  

 

27th: 9am Neh 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10;  

Luke 4: 14-21 NIV 
10.45am Isa 6: 1-7; 1 Peter 1: 14-16; 

Matt 5: 48 NIV 

 

Shop News….  

The shop is having its annual 
clear up as the New Year begins. 
And will reopen on Saturday 5th 
January offering  a warm 
welcome to visitors from our 
fantastic team.  We are always 
in need of volunteers who can 
give some regular time helping 
in the shop.  Please consider if 
you can offer any help either in 
the shop or sorting at home.   

If you would like to know how 
you might be able to help with 
the shop outreach, whether you 
can offer a regular commitment 
or on an ad hoc basis, please 
call in and speak with Margaret. 

We are a Fairtrade Church 

www.fairtrade.org.uk.  

Thanksgiving by Michael Allison 
 
Thank you Lord for our gift of lives 
Thank you Lord for our loving wives 
Thank you Lord for each new day 
Given to us come what may. 

Children’s Ministry  
 

6th Children in Church 
13th Keith & Karen in ECHO 

20th Ross and Barbara in ECHO 
27th All Engage in ECHO 

 

20th January  

9am Holy Communion  CW 

Preaching/Leading: David Lester 

Bible Reading: Heather Taylor 

Gospel Reading: Gerry Dowson  

Intercessions:  Roger Elgood 

Assisting: Ann/Djenane 

Welcomers: Maureen/Beryl/Gerry/David 

Music: Elizabeth Lester 

Coffee:  Julie/Liz/Sue 
 

10am Refreshments in ECHO  

 

10.45am Family Worship 

Preaching: David Lester 
Hosting:  

Bible Reading: Alli Noel 

Welcomers: Linda/Steve 

Music: Music Team 

Media: Rob Noel 

13th January  

9am Holy Communion CW 

Preaching/Leading: Matthew Holland 

Bible Reading: Maureen Payne 

Gospel Reading: George Brignall 

Intercessions: Anne Findlay 

Assisting: Betty/Heather 

Welcomers: Margaret/Dorothy/Ann 

Music: Charles Knowles 

Coffee:  Sue/Alison/Tilly/Pauline  
 

10am Refreshments in ECHO  

 

10.45am Family Worship 

Preaching: Matthew Holland 
Hosting:  

Bible Reading: Jim Rogers 

Welcomers: Hilda/Angela 

Music: Music Team 

Media: Ross 

Home Groups at 
Emmanuel offer a 
safe space to grow in 
love and fellowship. 
 
To find out more information about Home 
Groups or to discuss joining a group, 
please give Mark and Judith Marsden a 
call on 01287 678927 or email 

markmarsden@yahoo.com or  
judithmarsden@yahoo.com 

6th January  

9am Holy Communion BCP  

Preaching/Leading: Ian Guy 

Bible Reading: Joy Guy 

Gospel Reading: Margaret Brignall 

Assisting: Marjorie/Julie 

Welcomers: Steph/AnnB/Betty 

Music: Caroline Scales 

Coffee:  Claire/Linda/volunteer needed 

 

10am Refreshments in ECHO  

 

10.45am Family Communion 

Preaching: Ian Guy 

Hosting: Heather and Sue 

Bible Reading: Denny Halliday 

Welcomers: Ann/Steve 

Music: Music Team 

Media: Jayne 

27th January  

9am Holy Communion  CW 

Preaching/Leading: Graham Pacey 

Bible Reading: Caroline Scales 

Gospel Reading: Jane Barrow 

Intercessions:  Margaret Brignall 

Assisting: Betty/Cynthia 

Welcomers: Margaret/Dorothy/Ann 

Music: Caroline Scales 

Coffee:  Andy/Ann/Djenane/Maureen 
 

10am Refreshments in ECHO  

 

10.45am All Engage in ECHO  

Preaching: Adam Reed 

Bible Reading: Jayne Holland 

Welcomers: Judith/Hilda 

Music: Music Team 

Media: Christine 

150’ Anniversary Mugs 

£2.50  each 

2 for £4 

 

150 Anniversary Bags 

£1.50 each 

 

Available to purchase in church or the 

church office  
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